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EXCESSIVE FUEL CONSUMPTION
PROBABLE CAUSES

CUSTOMER EFFECTS:
Inaccurate record keeping or tank filling, winter
blend or #1 fuel, high expectations.

APPLICATION EFFECTS:

Heavy loading (GVW), low rear axle ratio, large
frontal area, prolonged idle times, accessory usage
(PTQO's etc.), tire size.

CHASSIS EFFECTS:

Brake drag, Fan clutch engagement, transmission
slippage/shifting, fueltank plumbing and venting, in-
take or exhaust restriction.

ENGINE EFFECTS:

Incorrect or defective thermostat, faulty (EBP) Ex-
haust Back pressure operation, oil aeration, fuel
system leaks, base engine performance loss.

PROCEDURES

® Review customer records and fueling proce-
dures. Measurement errors are common. Fuel
consumption taken only from one tank of use is
susceptible to significant error because of filling
procedures and vehicle application differences
during operation. Accurate fuel consumption
must be measured over time, preferably over
four tanks of fuel with a record of what the ve-
hicle was towing or doing during that time.

® | oss of fuel economy is normal if winter fuels,
kerosene or #1 diesel is being used.

® Review vehicle specifications to determine if
fuel consumption is normal for type of applica-
tion and use of vehicle. (Compare consumption
with similar vehicles in same application)

® Conduct all tests on the Performance Diagnos-

tic Sheet. These tests will test the following en-
gine/chassis systems and determine if the fol-
lowing systems are functioning or if particular
conditions are present. Intake and exhaust sys-
tem, fuel delivery and filtration system, high
pressure fuel system and injector operation,
turbocharger and exhaust back pressure op-
eration, oil aeration, base engine condition and
electronic control system condition. If all tests
are passed, the engine is operating normally.
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